Journalistic Writing Assessment writer: 


date: 


editor: 


10=A 8.5=B 7.5=C 6.5=D 5-0=F 



content/coverage 

organization 

conventions 

word choice 

sentence fluency 

voice 

ad vanced = A= 1 0 

Reflects content with vivid, creative headline 

Contains clear, interesting central focus/angle 

Illustrates a mastery of the qualities of news: ac- 
curacy, balance, clarity/conciseness, objectivity and 
timeliness 

Seamlessly incorporates source material: background 

information, polls, surveys and interviewing 

Emphasizes most relevant interest elements: conflict, 

consequence, human interest, prominence, proximity 
and timeliness 

Consciously follows Society of Professional Journal- 
ists Code of Ethics 

Skillful lead (summary or variety), middle 

and a strong sense of closure 
A clear, strong angle governs the struc- 
ture of the story that progresses in logical 
order 

Skillfully transitions between ideas 

Employs concise, clear paragraphs ad- 
dressing one point 

Uses quotations liberally without stating 

the obvious or repeating information 
Successfully follows assigned format 

Adeptly incorporates 

AP Style 

Contains few errors in 

grammar/usage, punctua- 
tion, capitalization, and/or 
spelling 

Correct pronoun/an- 
tecedent agreement and 
subject/verb agreement; 
consistent verb tense 

Uses precise language 

Consistently refrains 

from redundancy 
Consistently uses writ- 
ing techniques such as 
imagery and/or figurative 
language if appropriate 

Eliminates unnecessary 

wordiness 

Uses dynamic, specific 

verbs 

Does not employ 

cliches 

Avoid negatives 

Contains sentences 

that are concise and 
well-built 

Variety of sentence 
beginnings 

Natural rhythm, 

cadence and flow 

Reduces clauses to 

phrases or single words 

Tone is objective and fair 

Writing connects directly 

with the reader 

Writing shows and does 

not tell 

Attention to detail ensures 

writing "names the dog" 

Writer captures the voice of 

those interviewed 

proficient=B=8.5 

Informative headline based on content 

Contains a clear central focus/angle 

Illustrates a thorough understanding of the qualities of 

news: accuracy, balance, clarity/conciseness, objectivity 
and timeliness 

Effectively incorporates source material: background 

information, polls, surveys and interviewing 

Appropriately emphasizes interest element(s): conflict, 

consequence, human interest, prominence, proximity 
and timeliness 

Mostly follows Society of Professional Journalists 

Code of Ethics 

Effective lead (summary or variety), 

middle and a clear sense of closure 

A clear angle governs the structure of the 

story that progresses in logical order 

Transitions between ideas 

Employs clear paragraphs mostly ad- 
dressing one point 

Uses quotations sufficiently without stat- 
ing the obvious or repeating information 
Mostly follows assigned format 

Effectively incorporates 

AP Style 

Contains some errors in 

grammar/usage, punctua- 
tion, capitalization, and/or 
spelling 

Usually has correct pro- 
noun/antecedent agree- 
ment and subject/verb 
agreement; consistent 
verb tense 

Usually uses precise 

language 

Sometimes uses writ- 
ing techniques such as 
imagery and/or figurative 
language if appropriate 

Avoids redundancy 
Usually avoids cliches 

Contains sentences 

that are clear 

Sentence beginnings 

often vary 

Writing usually has 

natural rhythm, cadence 
and flow 

Often reduces 

clauses to phrases or 
single words 

Tone is usually objective 

and fair 

Writing often connects 

directly with the reader 

Writing consistently shows 

and does not tell 

Attention to detail mostly 

ensures writing "names the 
dog" 

Writer usually captures the 

voice of those interviewed 

basic=C=7.5 

Headline based on content 

Contains a central focus/angle 

Illustrates some understanding of the qualities of 

news: accuracy, balance, clarity/conciseness, objectivity 
and timeliness 

Incorporates source material: background information, 

polls, surveys and interviewing 

Emphasizes some interest element(s): conflict, 

consequence, human interest, prominence, proximity 
and timeliness 

Often follows Society of Professional Journalists Code 

of Ethics 

Lead (summary or variety), middle and a 

sense of closure 

An angle governs the structure of the 

story that often progresses in logical order 

Usually transitions between ideas 

Employs paragraphs usually addressing 

one point 

Often uses quotations but may state the 

obvious or repeating information 
Often follows assigned format 

Usually incorporates 

AP Style 

Contains errors in 

grammar/usage, punctua- 
tion, capitalization, and/or 
spelling that may be 
distracting to the reader 

Some run-ons and/or 

sentence fragments 

Inconsistent subject/ 

verb agreement and or 
verb tense 

May use imprecise 

language 

Attempts to use some 

writing techniques such as 
imagery and/or figurative 
language if appropriate 
Some obvious redun- 
dancy 

Contains some sen- 
tences that are clear 

Sentence beginnings 

sometimes vary 

Writing sometimes 

has natural rhythm, 
cadence and flow 

Occasionally reduces 

clauses to phrases or 
single words 

Tone is often objective 

and fair 

Writing sometimes con- 
nects directly with the reader 

Writing at times shows and 

does not tell 

Inconsistent attention to 

detail may not always ensure 
writing "names the dog" 

Writer sometimes captures 

the voice of those interviewed 

below basic=D=6.5 

Headline is not based on content 

Focus/angle is unclear 

Illustrates a limited understanding of the qualities of 

news: accuracy, balance, clarity/conciseness, objectivity 
and timeliness 

Attempts to incorporates source material: background 

information, polls, surveys and interviewing 

Tries to emphasizes some interest element(s): 

conflict, consequence, human interest, prominence, 
proximity and timeliness 

Tries to follow Society of Professional Journalists 

Code of Ethics 

Evidence of a lead (summary or variety), 

middle and a sense of closure 

Some evidence of an angle governs the 

structure of the story that often progresses 
in logical order 

Tries to transition between ideas 

Attempts to employ paragraphs usually 

addressing one point 

Sometimes uses quotations but may 

state the obvious or repeating information 
Tries to follow assigned format 

Applies AP Style incon- 
sistently 

Contains repeated 

errors in grammar/ usage, 
punctuation, capitalization, 
and/or spelling that are 
distracting 

Numerous run-ons 

and/or fragments 

Frequent errors with 

agreement and/or tense 

Uses imprecise lan- 
guage 

Shows little or no 

evidence of writing tech- 
niques such as imagery or 
figurative language 
Obvious and/or distract- 
ing redundancy 

Contains few sen- 
tences that are clear 

Attempts to vary 

sentence beginnings 

Writing is choppy 

Tries to reduce 

clauses to phrases or 
single words 

Tone attempts to be objec- 
tive and fair 

Writing tries to connect 

directly with the reader 

Writing infrequently shows 

and does not tell 
Lack of detail does not en- 
sure writing "names the dog" 

Writer endeavors to capture 

the voice of those interviewed 
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